[Serodiagnosis of Campylobacter pylori].
The colonization of gastric mucosa with Campylobacter pylori can be detected by serological methods. ELISA and immunoblot methods are currently being employed for detection of antibodies against Campylobacter pylori. In general, both tests will differentiate between Campylobacter pylori positive and Campylobacter pylori negative patients. However, 5-10% of persons with negative cultures for Campylobacter pylori have positive serological tests, but only very few patients with Campylobacter pylori associated with chronic gastritis have negative serological tests. This is true for tests detecting IgG and IgA antibodies. Tests for IgM antibodies have not been found to be useful. Immunoblot analyses have shown that detection of antibodies against a 100-120 KD antigen has a high specificity for Campylobacter pylori infection. In a small study we evaluated the possible use of serological testing for follow-up studies on patients after Campylobacter pylori therapy. We found that patients who became Campylobacter pylori negative after therapy showed a significant decline of serum IgG titers against Campylobacter pylori.